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ensure his neutrality, and his threats of hostility to France, part
bluff and part realpolitiky were sufficient to ensure that the sub-
sidies continued while the country remained at peace. With
the rest of Europe almost continuously engaged in dynastic
wars, England enjoyed great prosperity, and almost unheeded
by Louis XIV laid the secure foundation of her empire.

For Louis XIV this heedlessness was fatal, because he, and he
alone, in all human probability, could have prevented William
of Orange securing the English throne and adding England to
the enemies of France. The English people in 1688 were
divided along lines which conformed to no true class or ideo-
logical divisions. There was a great dislike of the Catholic
religion. There was great sympathy with the Huguenots whose
persecution had begun again in 1685. Victims of the persecu-
tion poured into England and Holland and fanned the flames
of militant Protestantism. On the other hand, there was a
strong feeling of loyalty to the throne and to the established
order. Few were prepared, outside Scotland and Ireland, to
fight for James II, but very few indeed were prepared to fight
against him. It needed an elaborate machinery of treason, in
the presence of an armed and resolute claimant to the throne,
to bring about the revolution. The ultimate reason for its
success lay in James's character. Alone of the Stuarts, James II
inspired no personal loyalty, and rich men feared his obstinacy.
The London mob no doubt feared foreigners in good English
jobs, but the Whig leaders were of subtler mind. They feared
in James that lack of flexibility which is the essential principle
of Whig philosophy. James could be broken but never bent;
so the Whigs went to work, and with each shock that James
gave to popular prejudice the treason spread. The end came
when James, deserted by the Tories who hated only his methods,
tried to secure the support of the dissenters who hated his
principles. With this object he proclaimed universal religious
toleration. The Whig champions of liberty saw their chance
of office and at once prepared to welcome an armed invader.
Their Tory countrymen, tired of the plots and counter-plots
which had marred twenty-eight years of prosperity, stood by
and gave no sign. 'We are the English people; we have not
spoken yet/